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Born August 1, 1975, Tim Hartung was destined to be a champion. His assistant 
wrestling coach, Tim Hartman, said his first impression of Tim 
when he met him in 6th grade was, "I knew he was going to be 
good. He went to National Tournaments to watch the other 
wrestlers. When he became a wrestler, he went through extra 
practices during the day." 

Mr.Hartman's hunch was right. In high school Timbecame a 
major success. Not only did he excel at wrestling in which he 
lettered four times, but he was also the starting quarterback and 
baseball's MVP, both of which he lettered three times. Tim 

Hartung completed his prep career with a record of 118-14. He finished third in 
the nation at the high school national tournament. 

In his freshman year of college, Tim Hartung was placed in the starting lineup with 
a weight of 177 pounds. Hegladly accepted the challenge. In this year of college, 
he was named the team's most dedicated and most improved 
wrestler. 

As a sophomore at the University of Minnesota, Tim won the 
Big Ten title at 190 pounds with a 3-0 record. He also ranked 
third in the nation by Amateur Wrestling News. He rattled off a 
team high of 22 straight wins to start the season. He was also 
named the team's MVP. Before going into a match Tim said, "Every match I go 
into, I'm going to win. I'm planning on getting to the finals." 



In his junior year at the University, he captured Minnesota's first NCAA title since 
1991. Again he won the Big Ten title at 190 lbs. which made 
him the first Golden Gopher to win back to back conference 
titles in 7 years. As a junior, he ranked 2nd in the nation. 
Before his wrestling season in his junior year, he had acquired 
the nickname of a "pinner." Tim's response to this was, "It's 
kind of funny because I've never been a power wrestler, so to 
speak. This is the first year of my career that I've been more of 
a bullyish type of wrestler." 

Tim Hartung is a wonderful example of the quote "If you work 
hard, good things will happen." All 
throughout his career he has never 
settled 

for less than he was capable of. One 
time Tim alsowrestled while he was 
sick, just so that he wouldn't let his 
team down. He even managed to win 
that match. Many people consider hima 
"true champion," and that's exacly 
what he is. He does more than just the 
minimum, and that's what makes him the best at what he does. 

Tim Hartung won the first NCAA title for Minnesota since 1991 in his 1997-98 
season. In 1996, Tim placed 3rd in the NCAA championship. Recently, Tim has won 
the NCAA title for his second consecutive year. 

Tim states, "It has been a terrific run for me. I never imagined the success that I 
have reached. It has taken a lot of hard work, determination, and dedication, but 
it's all worth it. I think the thing that drove me most is my desire to be the best. I 
hate to lose, and I'm so competitive that I usually do whatever I have to to win. 
I've always been into sports and competition. That has always been my love and it 
has propelled me to where I am today." 
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